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So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. - Romans 10:17 ESV

Warm up: How has limited access to other people affected your relationships?



Read: Hebrews 10:19-25

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus— 20 he has inaugurated for us a new and living way through the curtain (that is, through his flesh)— 21 and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. 23 Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to provoke love and good works, 25 not neglecting to gather together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day approaching

Context: 	- The book of Hebrews is addressed to Jewish Christians
		- AD 49: Emperor Claudius expelled Jews from Rome (see Acts 18:1-2)
		- AD 64: Emperor Nero blames Christians for the Great Fire in Rome
		- Persecution causing Hebrew believers to neglect church & Christian faith
		- The author of Hebrews (unknown) writes as a concerned friend  Hebrews: A Call to Commitment by William L. Lane


GOD’S GREAT CHURCH IS A _________________________ PERSEVERING CHURCH

*What’s TRUE? (Hebrews 10:19-21)

Jesus is our Access and Assurance in God’s Church.

Old Testament sacrifices: intentional, thoughtful, & obedient in relationship with God

Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16): 
- Forgiveness / clean record before God for one year
- Enacted by the High Priest in the sanctuary (Holy of Holies)


For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 
- Hebrews 10:14 NIV
=
*What should we DO in light of what’s TRUE? → “Let us…”

THREE WAYS TO PERSEVERE AS GOD’S CHURCH:


1. _______________ HEAD ON into God’s presence: “Let us draw near…” (v.22)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us hold fast to our confession… Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. - Hebrews 4:14,16


*How can you and your household HEAD ON into God’s presence in this season of life?



2. HOLD ON to God’s hope: “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope…” (v.23)

*What is worth holding onto in this season of life?


So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 
- 2 Corinthians 4:18 NLT
EFCA Statement of Faith: The Church, Part 2                                                                                     7. We believe that...the Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer.


3. ___________ EGG ON God’s people: 
         “Let us watch out for one another… to provoke love and good works.” (v.24)


*What acts of love and good works can we egg each other on in during this season?




Therefore, through him let us continually offer up to God a sacrifice of praise, 
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. - Hebrews 13:15


