
Deeper Life Notes
Faith Comes by Hearing:
“Ultimate Authority”
(2 Peter 1:16-21), Pastor Dan Osborn: February 9, 2020

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. - Romans 10:17 ESV

Warm Up: Who or what is our ultimate authority? Why?

EFCA Statement of Faith #2: The Bible

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of 

human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, 

the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm 

of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it 

teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.   

TWO REASONS SCRIPTURE ALONE IS OUR ULTIMATE AUTHORITY

1. ALL THE WORDS IN SCRIPTURE ARE ______________ 1 WORDS.

 a) The Bible itself (both Old and New Testaments) claims this: 

 

 I. 2 Peter 1:16-21 invites us to know that prophecy/Scripture is:

  - not a private interpretation

  - not produced by the will of a person

  - produced through men and by the Holy Spirit!

  

 II. 2 Timothy 3:15-17 invites us to profit from Scripture by:

  - becoming wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

  - being equipped through them (v.16b)

 III. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 invites us to receive & accept Scripture as the word of God 

1 GOD'S



 b) The Holy Spirit convinces us about the truth of Scripture

 1 Corinthians 2:13-14 ESV: “And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but  

 taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.  The natural person  

 does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to  

 understand them because they are spiritually discerned.”

 

“Our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority (of Scripture) is from the 

inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the word in our hearts.” 2

APPLY: WHAT YOU DO WITH __________________ 3 IS WHAT YOU DO WITH GOD!

 

- Consume the Scriptures! 

- Believe all the Scriptures teach!

- Obey all the Scriptures require!

- Trust in all the Scriptures promise!

2. GOD’S WORDS (SCRIPTURE) ARE ________________. 4

 a) God cannot lie (2 Samuel 7:28, Matthew 5:33-37, 23:16-22, Titus 1:2, Hebrews 6:18)

 b) All the words in Scripture are true and without error (Psalm 12:6, Proverbs 30:5)

 c) God’s words are the ultimate standard of truth (John 17:17)

 d) Contradiction in God’s word, when correctly interpreted, is impossible

 e) No new facts will ever disprove the Bible 

APPLY: GOD’S WORD IS TRUTH; TRUTH IS GOD’S WORD! 

- No addition  - No subtraction - No multiple choice  - No contradiction 

*Make the word of God central in all you do! 

2 Westminister Confession of Faith, chapters 4-5
3 SCRIPTURE
4 TRUE




