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Warm up: What does the book of Proverbs say about greatness?

Proverbs 5:23 For lack of discipline they will die, led astray by their own great folly.

Proverbs 6:35 He will not accept any compensation; he will refuse a bribe, however great it is.

Proverbs 13:7 One person pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.

Proverbs 14:29 Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.

Proverbs 15:6 The house of the righteous contains great treasure, but the income of the wicked brings ruin.

Proverbs 15:16 Better a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.

Proverbs 18:16 A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great.

Proverbs 21:14 A gift given in secret soothes anger, and a bribe concealed in the cloak pacifies great wrath.

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.

Proverbs 23:24 The father of a righteous child has great joy; a man who fathers a wise son rejoices in him.

Proverbs 24:5 The wise prevail through great power, and those who have knowledge muster their strength.

Proverbs 25:6 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among his great men;

Proverbs 28:12When the righteous triumph, there is great elation; but when the wicked rise to power…(NKJV)

Read: Proverbs 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”

Notice this morning two facts that God’s Word verifies:

1. What makes a nation _______________1? “Righteousness”

 a. Biblical definition of righteousness

  • Faith: Hebrews 11:6

  • Purity: James 1:27

  • Love: 1 Peter 1:22

  • Worship: Heb 12:28

  • Multiplication of disciples: 2 Corinthians 4:4

 b. Righteousness Illustrated:

  Old Testament: Micah 6:8, Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy

Micah 6:8 (ESV) He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

 

1 Great
   

  



 Application

  • The holy habit of ___________ _____________2: v. 8 “To do justice”

  • A selfless passion to love kindness: v. 8 “To love kindness”

  • A surrendered life of _______________3: v.8 “To walk humbly with your God”

  New Testament Greatest man that ever lived… John the Baptist Luke 7:28

2. What causes the decline of a nation? “Sin”

 a. Defined: Miss the mark or way (Proverbs 19:2; Judges 20:16)

 b. God’s response

3. “How now shall we ____________4” “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 

people.”

 a. Pursue righteousness/right living individually and corporately.

  Romans 3:21-26 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from  
  the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness  
  of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23  
  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace  
  as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as 
  a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's   
  righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26  
  It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the  
  justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Titus 3:3-7)

 b. _______________5 sin: we have not heeded your word…

  Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in  

  your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with  

  your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the  

  dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with  

  the mouth one confesses and is saved.

  1 John 1:9 I f we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (2:23; 4:2-3, 15)

 c. Pray for revival:

  Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity,  

  whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a  

  contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the  

  contrite. (Psalm 85:6; Habakkuk 3:2O)
2 right living
3 Humility
4 Live
5 Confess




