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WARM UP
Here is a biblical definition of faith, according to Hebrews 11:1:
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (ESV)

Does that make sense? Or does it seem a little… crazy? Discuss.

 Normal faith is crazy faith! 

*3 Places we can see where normal faith is crazy faith:

1. Normal faith is crazy faith throughout _____________________________.1

       

2. Normal faith is crazy faith in a desperate & destitute ___________________2 life.

8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell 
there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. 
And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called 
to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring 
it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord 
your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I 
am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat 
it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little 
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, 
until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she 
and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of 
oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.  

          - 1 Kings 17:8-16

1  history
2 widow's



Seven principles for experiencing God: 

1. God’s Work: God is always at work!  

2. Relationship: God pursues a continuing relationship with you that is real & personal.

3. Invitation: God invites you to become involved with Him in His work! 

4. God Speaks: God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, & the church to 
reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.

5. Adjust: God’s invitation always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith & action.

6. Crisis of Belief: You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He’s doing.

7. Obey & Experience: You come to know God by experience as you obey Him & He accomplishes His 
work through you.

3. Normal faith is crazy faith for ___________ and _________.4

a) Hindrances to crazy faith:

• Delays, difficulties, despondency (Psalm 73)
• God’s silence (Psalm 74)
• Envy (Psalms 37 & 73)
• Bitterness, anger, and unforgiveness (Matthew 5:21-22, 6:14)

b) __________________5 for crazy faith:

• Worship (Psalm 73:17)
• Obedience - immediate, complete, without grumbling or debate (James 2:26)
• Looking up, within, & back (Psalm 77)
• Nurture your faith over time (1 Kings 17:1-7)
• Perseverance - faith that doesn’t waiver due to the lack of results (1 Kings 17:1-7)
• Focusing on God’s sovereignty (Isaiah 46:10)
• Focusing on God’s sufficiency (Psalm 73:25-26)
• Starting in the common areas of life - morality, money, conflict, priorities

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. - Romans 5:1-2

3 from Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God by Blackaby & King.
4 you, me
5 Helps


