
Deeper Life Notes 
“Hardship at Work” 1 Peter 2:18-25
Pastor Dan Osborn—Sunday, January 29, 2017

Read
1 Peter 2:13-25

Discuss: From both the Scripture and your own experience, how are believers called to respond to suffering and 
unjust practices in the workplace? 

1. Remind yourself why you ______________________. 
Genesis 2:5-15; 1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12; 2 Thessalonians 3:10;  1 Corinthians 10:31

A. The worlds’ view: 
 
B.  God’s plan and purpose: Work as ____________________________           
 
Apply
Memorize Scripture that will help you develop a biblical view of work: 
Write out & memorize the following verses:
 2 Thessalonians 3:10 - 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 - 

Turn your work into worship and work to ___________________, not just collect.
 
2. Work for the right audience (vv.18-19)
What do 1 Corinthians 15:58 & Colossians 3:23-24 add to this idea?

3. Work in the ______________ way; work as a form of evangelism! (v.20)!                                           

A. Work Under authority:  “Submitting”
 Bad example:

 Good Example:

Apply
Decision Flow Chart

1.  Just or unjust difficulty? 
 a) If just, change what you can and accept consequences
 b)  If unjust, submit thru: i. silent witness or ii. respectful appeal. 
  i. If silent submission see Jesus’ example (Matthew 26:57-68, Isaiah 53:7)
  ii. If respectful appeal, see Daniel’s example (Daniel 1-2)



 B.  Work with all ____________________ Is this hard to do? Why or why not?

C.  Work with purposeful ______________________  Why?
 
1) It _____________________ God!
 
Does some of your hardship we face have more to do with our own shortcoming than injustice?
 
2)  Purposeful perseverance allows us to accept God’s call of unjust suffering!

Read the following passages & explain what God has called you to as a follower of Jesus:
 1 Peter 1:15, 2:9, 2:21, 3:9, 5:10 & Romans 8:28-31
 

3)  Purposeful perseverance is in alignment with Christ’s example (v.21):

What is does the following quote mean? And what does it NOT mean?
 “Must Jesus bear the cross alone - and all the world go free? No, there's a cross for 
 everyone - and there's a cross for me.” ― Charles M. Sheldon, In His Steps
 
The Gospel can also be seen when believers avoid sin, deceit, reviling and threatening (vv.22-23)
Consider
 How do we respond when injustices occur?  Quit? Badmouth the boss/company? Other?
 What are you trusting in?  Yourself?  Your rights?  Your company policy?  
 Can God satisfy your needs?  Is He obligated to satisfy your wants?
   Is it possible that my pain/loss could benefit another?  Or even yourself?
 
Purposeful perseverance pleases God, accepts God’s call of unjust suffering, and follows Jesus’ example, 
lastly, purposeful perseverance means we (v.24)
 
4. Entrust yourself & your work to God, the Righteous Judge (v.25)

Pray
 “Heavenly Father, I place my life and my work in your loving hands. Protect me from evil and strengthen me 
with your grace that I may resist the many temptations that confront me daily. Lord Jesus, help me to be fully 
present in the workplace where you have called me to honor you and to faithfully serve the common good. 
Holy Spirit, empower me to live a life of integrity, to be a faithful presence in my workplace, and to learn 
contentment. In and through the vocation you have called me to, conform me to a greater Christlikeness of 
life. In Jesus’ name, I pray, Amen.”

 Prayer from Pastor Tom Nelson, Work Matters – Connecting Sunday worship to Monday work
  

Answers to fill in the blanks:  1. work,  1b. worship,  1. Apply: contribute,  3. right … evangelism, 
3b. respect, c. perseverance, 3c1)  pleases


