
Deeper Life Notes 
“The Gift of Salvation” Matthew 1:21-25
Pastor Dan Osborn—Sunday, December 18

Get the wheels turning… 
Do you usually ask for things you want or things you need for Christmas?

Discuss
Here are some top things Americans want for Christmas this year:

Play-Doh Doctor Drill 'n Fill, Barbie Hello Dreamhouse, Crayola Easy Animation Studio, Apple’s Bluetooth 
Airpods, Fitbit Charge 2, Athleisure clothing, fashion sneakers, packable puffers and tickets to travel. 

A thought provoking image on one of the slides said the following:

     I don’t need latest fashion clothes—I need something to keep me warm.
     I don’t need fancy home accessories—I need a home.
     I don’t need gourmet restaurants or fast food—I need three healthy meals a day.
     I don’t need free shipping—I need freedom.
     I don’t need preprinted greeting cards—I need someone to love.

Make a comparative list of 3 of your wants vs. needs:
           Wants         Needs
   1.     1.
   2.     2.
   3.     3.

→ Any observations? Do we always want what we need? Or need what we want?

(In other words… might there be something we need but don’t really want or feel the need for?)

Pastor Dan: “A particular need requires a particular gift.”

*How does Matthew 16:24-27 shed light on our wants vs. our needs?

Read
Psalm 13 and Habbakkuk 1:2-4 & 1:12-2:1

What are some wants/needs brought to God in these passages? Can you relate?

“The Gift of Salvation”
Some of the wants and needs for the people of Israel, especially during the time leading up to Jesus’ birth, 
overlapped. Pastor Dan lists the following wants/needs for Israelites then:

 Freedom from: oppression, taxes, & huge disparity between the rich and poor. The Jewish people were 
 seeking a “Messiah” or savior – they were waiting for the leader God had promised who, according 
 to their understanding, would bring them spiritual renewal and political freedom from centuries of 
 foreign oppression.



Read
Galatians 4:4-7 and Matthew 1:21-25
**God’s gift of salvation is particular, practical, and proven! 

1. A particular gift (v.21b)

 a) The gift of God with skin on
 What do John 1:14 & Hebrews 2:14 say about His deity and humanity?

 b) The gift of God - fully God
 John 1:1, Mark 2:5-12, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:1-4, 2 Peter 1:1

 c) The gift we need
 John 3:16, Galatians 4:4-5

→ What are some ways to apply this “particular” gift?
 

2. A practical gift (v.21c)

 a) Once for all forgiveness of sins ( justification)
 Romans 5:9-10, Ephesians 2:8-9, Colossians 1:12-14, 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5-8

 b) Present power over sin (sanctification)
 Philippians 2:12-13

 c) God’s future promise (glorification)
 1 John 3:2-3

→ What are some ways to apply this “practical” gift?

3. A proven gift (v.22-23)

 a) “God with us” in His fulfilled promise
  Isaiah 7:14 -- Matthew 1:22-23

 Can you identify any other promises (prophecies) that Jesus fulfilled?!?

 b) “God with us” in promises yet to be fulfilled
  Revelation 21:1-4

 Can you identify any other promises (prophecies) that are yet to be fulfilled?

→ What are some ways to apply this “proven” gift?


