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Introductory Question:  Have you ever started something and never finished it?

Does God finish what he starts?  Can we have absolute assurance, certainty that God who created 
us, who so loved us that he gave his only begotten Son for us; who before the creation of the world 
created us to be holy and blameless will in fact see us through in our spiritual journey?

Define salvation:  Justification, Sanctification, Glorification (consult a Bible dictionary)
Past -
Present -
Future -

Read
Acts 16-ff;  Philippians 1 
Author?      
Who is the audience? 
Setting:  Paul in prison, 60-62 AD

In a nutshell why is Paul writing?

Discuss
Why might believers’ need to be assured of God’s continued work in their lives?
a.
b.
c.

Immediate Application  
Where are we finding it difficult to persevere?  Hebrews 10:23

Study 
The “Assurance of God” as  stated in: Philippians 1:6a; Psalm 57:2; 138:8 

“I am sure”  (peitho) means to have come to a settled persuasion concerning some truth or fact and so 
to be persuaded, convinced.
 
Discuss 
What are the truths found in 1 John 3:24

Immediate Application  
What are you sure or certain about regarding faith and life in Christ? 

Not sure about?   Does it matter?  Hebrews 10:35 

Discuss
“The confidence of Christians is the great comfort of Christians.” Matthew Henry     



Study   
How is assurance defined by reading Philippians 1:6   (see also 2 Thessalonians 2:13 ) 

What is assured?

Who assures it?

Where is the sphere of that “good work”? 

Read  
Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 2:5-10
Who is it that begins, continues and completes the work of salvation in the believers’ life?

Discuss
What does confidence in the believer’s life look like? 

Immediate Application

My confidence in God will free me to _______________________  fill in the blank and share what 
God is teaching you with at least one other person.  Their name is ____________________  I did this 
on _______________________.

Devotional from Desiring God Ministries
 “The way in which we persevere in faith and thereby maintain assurance of salvation is by taking 
seriously the glorious promises and the terrible threats found in Scripture” John Piper and Tom Steller    
(cf. Hebrews 10:19-31; also Deuteronomy 28).

1) In order to be saved and spend eternity enjoying God’s presence a person must persevere in faith to 
the end (1 Corinthians 15:2; Colossians 1:22,23; Luke 8:11-15; Matthew 10:22; Mark 13:13; Matthew 24:13; 
Hebrews 3:14; Romans 11:20-22; 2 Timothy 2:11,12; Revelation 2:7,10,11,17,25,26; 3:5,11,12,21).

2) An obedient lifestyle which springs from faith is necessary for final salvation (Hebrews 12:14; Romans 
8:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:5; 1 Corinthians 6:10; 1 John 3:4-10,14; 4:20; John 8:31; Luke 10:28; 
Matthew 6:14,15; 18:35; Genesis 18:19; 22:16-17; 26:45; 2 Timothy 2:19). This is not to say that God 
demands perfection (Philippians 3:12,13; 1 John 1:8-10; Matthew 6:12).

3) A person who has truly been born again will persevere in faith. God sees to that (1 Peter 1:5; cf. also 
John 6:37-39; 10:26-30; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13; 5:24; Romans 8:1-4,28-30; Ephesians 
1:4,5).  John Piper and Tom Steller http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-necessity-of-perseverance-
in-faith-and-the-assurance-of-salvation

Resources for further study
Steve Green, “He Who Began a Good Work in You”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oGxnVvx2AQ


