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WARM UP
Recall & describe a time when you were offended - or when you offended someone... 

*The world (& the church) are full of offenders and those who have been offended!

→ What does forgiveness look like?

READ
Hosea 1:1-11

Characteristics of Biblical Forgiveness:

1. Forgiveness is ____________________1 [vv.1-2]

 a) because we live in a broken world (v.1)

 b) because we are broken people (v.2)

 c) because we’ve received a challenging call (v.2)

2. Forgiveness is a matter of _____________________________2 [vv.3-9]

 a) Step 1: Accepting God’s unconditional love 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. - Psalm 130:7-8

1 messy
2 obedience



 b) Step 2: Receiving God’s forgiveness (v.3)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

        - Romans 5:1-5

 c) Step 3: Submitting to His Lordship (vv.4-9)

  i.   Hard assignments

  ii.  Hard circumstances

  iii. Loving those who are imperfect

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.     - Colossians 3:12-14

3. Forgiveness ___________________3 like the LORD [vv.1-3]

 a) Love that perseveres

 b) Love that reconciles

 c) Love that costs something

 d) Love that reasonably asks for our fidelity

Bonus
**Check out this Poem by John Piper: “Hosea & Gomer”:
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/hosea-and-gomer

Forgiveness by Matthew West (the story from behind the song)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9J6xOT3Ldw
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