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Warm up
Read Romans 1:14-17

To whom was Paul excited to preach the gospel? (see Romans 1:7 too)

Why might we be tempted to be “ashamed” of the gospel (1:16)?

*The gospel - the good news! - arises out of the bad news that affects all of us

“A Christianity that accentuates the positive without considering the dark side of life in a fallen world 
fails to fit our experience, let alone Scripture.” - Greg Johnson1

Consider
What’s something you find to be “not the way it should be” in our world? 

What’s “not the way it should be” in your own life?

What went wrong?

When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, 
for everyone sinned. Romans 5:12, NLT

“We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 
In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and 
under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and 
renewed.” -EFCA Statement of Faith, #3

1 The World According to God: A biblical view of culture, work, science, sex & everything else, p.168



3 strikes against humanity, according to Romans 1:18-3:8:

1. We reject what he tells us in nature (1:18-23)

2. We disobey the laws God wrote on our hearts (1:24-2:16)

3. Even when God writes everything down for us in Scripture, we use that for religious pride & 
to judge other people! (2:7-3:8)

Strike out! “There is no one righteous, not even one” (Romans 3:10).2

Read 
Romans 3:9-24

*The Fall affects ALL OF US:

I. All of us are ______________________3 (vv.9-10)

II. All of us _______ sinful (vv.11-18)

How many Scripture are cited here?

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 82:
Q: Is any man able to perfectly keep the commandments of God?
 A: No mere man, since the Fall, is able in this life to perfectly keep the commandments of God,   
 but doth daily break them in thought, word, and deed. 

III. All of us are accountable (vv.19-20)

IV. All of us are ____________________________! (vv.21-24)

Conclusion

 KNOW!

 LIVE!

 SHARE!

2 The world according to God: a biblical view of culture, work, science, sex & everything else by Greg Johnson, p.169
3 Answers to fill in the blanks: I. SINFUL, II. IS, IV. REDEEMABLE


