
Deeper Life Notes 
“I Ransom You"  1 Peter 1:17-21
Pastor Dan Osborn—Sunday, October 2

1 Peter 1:17-21  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood 
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who 
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  (ESV)

God reminds the believer where they have been, where we are and where we are going in 1 Peter 1:17-21. Three 
words that speak to being ransomed/redeemed/bought :  No, Know and Known. Three words that everyone one 
of us can identify with today.  Consider the word “No”  God reminds His treasured ones that we were set free, 
have been ransomed from….

What we were _____________ from? 
Verse 18  “The futile ways inherited from your forefathers”

Key Word 
NO

NO understanding of God the Father - verse 17  

NO faith in Jesus   

NO freedom from sin - see Romans 6:19-21 

NO hope - No justification, salvation, righteousness, forgiveness, adoption, purification

Application   
Do you “no God”? Or know God?

How we have been ____________?  
Verse 18 “ransomed … with the precious blood of Christ”

Key Word
KNOW

 Knowing (1492) (eido) is the Greek word for self evident or intuitive knowing. This is not something we   
 learned but truth that God's Spirit has placed in the heart and mind of believers (the redeemed)

 luo - to loosen that which is bound, especially freeing those in prison

Know the Father - Abba,  Mark 14:36, Romans 8:15,  Galatians 4:6. 

 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and   
 such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.” 1 John 3:1

 peirazo - meaning “to put to the test in order to discover what evil or good there may be in a person”  

 dokimazo - meaning “to put to the test in order to sanction or approve the good one finds in that    
 person.” 1 Corinthians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:7. 

 Aprosopoleptos -  literally, “does not receive face” He is impartial. Outward appearance, wealth, 
 culture, social position, family background, education, beauty, intellect, all things that more or less sway   
 the opinions of man, do not count with God.



 Judgment of believers/the Bema or Judgment Seat of Christ - see Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:9, 10
 The Bema Seat has nothing to do with salvation, except that salvation ought to produce good works   
 (Ephesians 2:10, Titus 2:12) and if one does not bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance (Matthew 3:8),  
 it may be that one's repentance is not genuine (See Matthew 7:20).

Know Jesus - “who through him are believers in God”   Revelation 5:9; Titus 2:13-14; Ephesians 1:7  
 
Know freedom – reality of being ransomed:  freedom from… and freedom to….
 Lutroo - dual effect of our redemption, on one side what we were redeemed from every lawless deed   
 (the enslavement to the power of sin all men have inherited from Adam 
 We were redeemed for - to be His own possession and to live a life that demonstrates not just who we   
 are, the redeemed, but whose we are, Christ's possession.  Hebrews 9:12-16; Romans 6:22  

Know hope - Colossians 1:13-14 

Our response to being ____________.
Verse 17 “ call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with 
fear", Practice your position.

Key word
Known
 
Known by our prayer to the Father - Acts 2:21; Romans 10:12, 13; Acts 9:14, Acts 9:21

Known by our fear of God 
But the fear of God,…, is not dread. It has no trembling apprehension of evil disturbing its serenity. To fear God 
is not to be afraid of God… It is a reverent, awe-stricken prostration before the majesty of holy love. Its opposite 
is irreverence. It is, further, a lowly consciousness of the heinousness of sin, and consequently a dread of 
offending that Divine holiness. He who thus fears, fears to sin more than anything else, and fears God so much 
that he fears nothing besides. The opposite of that is presumptuous self-confidence. Alexander Maclaren

Known by our remembrance/proclamation
"23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”

Meditate on the words of this old hymn by Joseph Hart (1712-1768)…DEARLY WE'RE BOUGHT

Come, raise your thankful voice, Ye souls redeemed with blood; 
Leave earth and all its toys, And mix no more with mud. 

Dearly we’re bought, highly esteemed; Redeemed, with Jesus’ blood redeemed.

With heart, and soul, and mind, Exalt redeeming love; 
Leave worldly cares behind, And set your minds above. 

Dearly we’re bought, highly esteemed; Redeemed, with Jesus’ blood redeemed. 

Lift up your ravished eyes, And view the glory given; 
All lower things despise, Ye citizens of heaven.  

Dearly we’re bought, highly esteemed; Redeemed, with Jesus’ blood redeemed.

Answer Key:  All fill in the blank - ransomed

Thank you Lord Jesus for ransoming our lives with your own!


