
Deeper Life Notes 
 

"Managing the inevitable distractions”
The Christmas you have always longed for 

Intro - the thing about expectations is that they rarely line up!  Think 
about it… At work, home, church, friends, family. Identify some 
expectations that have gone awry?

How do we manage the inevitable distractions?  We need a plan of action! 
Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.

We can manage inevitable distractions if we …

• Expect God’s sovereign timing not yours.  “In those days a   
      decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should                                                                                                                                           
      be registered.” 

Galatians 4:4 4, Genesis 50:20, Acts 3:13-ff, Jeremiah 1:12 
So What
Expect God’s sovereign timing to prevail even amidst inevitable 
distractions - Trust God!  His sovereignty, as well as his goodness, 
faithfulness, love and strength!

• Expect God’ sovereign methods to be different than yours  
Isaiah 55:8, Psalm 115:3, 135:5-7

 They didn’t get Caesar Augustus  
 They didn’t expect Joseph; a carpenter 
 They didn’t expect Mary; young, engaged, pregnant out of   
 wedlock
 They most certainly weren’t expecting a suffering servant;   
 Jesus’  humble birth   Mark 10:45

Watertown Blood Drive
The need for blood doesn’t pause for the holidays. The 
American Red Cross will be at the Watertown Community 
Center on Monday, December 28, 2015 from 12 to 6 
p.m. For an appointment or information call Diane at 
(952)955-2847 or Joan at (952)955-2686.

Our Sunday School is taking donations for Compassion International. 
Our Sunday School sponsors Akos Yaovi who lives in rural Ghana. 

 The goal is to raise $100 to buy a goat for a family. 
A gift of goat means a family can have milk, which they can both 
consume and sell to earn money for other necessities.
• You can help families become more self-sufficient, which leads to 

healthier children.
• Families can then raise more goats, increasing the size of their 

herd, and sell the additional goats and goat’s milk to generate 
income.

Contact Theresa Andes for more info, tandes77@iphouse.com

For info on “the gift of a goat” ...
http://www.compassion.com/catalog.htm



So What
Where is God rocking your world?  Doing things in a way that 
disturbs, distracts, and even discourages you?

The reality of suffering and evil, injustices and increasing violence 
and immorality doesn’t mean God is dead or uncaring.  Will we trust 
his character, His plan, His methods?

Further study:  When God Weeps by Joni Eareckson Tada, The 
Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God by D.A. Carson

Expect that God will work, operate differently than you or I would – 
Count on it! 

• Expect to take action – Choose… "And Joseph went up… 
with Mary"  vs. 4-5 

Deuteronomy 30:19, Proverbs 1:22-24 
So What
No choice is a choice

Take responsibility for the stewardship of your life (time, treasures, 
talents, testimony)
Believe there are choices (not fate)
Obey the Word of God
Philippians 4:6-8 gives us some steps to keep focused. What are they?

Philippians 4:6-8
...do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.

• Expect the impossible "And she gave birth to her first born   
 son…"  vs. 7 

Okay,  What miracle do you need to trust God for?
2 Corinthians 9:8, Acts 20:32, 1 Corinthians 10:13, Ephesians 3:20

New Year's Eve

Prayer service from 10 -11 p.m. Celebrating God's Goodness and 
asking for his blessing in a new year of ministry. 
Prayer vigil will continue into the new year for those who want to stay 
later.

If you are interested in a family game and snack time please email or 
call Linda Johnson, dwightlinda@gmail.com or (952)955-1239

Snow shovelers needed:   
Please help us keep the paths to our doors open to all He calls by 
taking a turn at shoveling or blowing  snow. If you are willing please 
contact David Peterson at dcp47@live.com or 952-994-1524. We 
have shovels and a snowblower at church. If you’d like a snowblower 
orientation or refresher, Dwight Johnson is willing to provide that. 
Thanks family.




