
Deeper Life Notes 
“Work that Matters"  Colossians 4:2-4
Pastor Dan Osborn—Sunday, September 4

Read
Colossians 4:2-4 (ESV) Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, 
pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of 
which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.  
Hebrews 4:16; Ephesians 6:18

Discuss
How do we move from prayerfulness, occasional prayer, unfocused prayer, or religious prayer to effective prayer 
evangelism?  To share our faith effectively we must PRIORITIZE PRAYER!

1. Pray with ______________________:  v. 2a “Continue steadfastly in prayer”

Further Study  
proskarteréō :  prós, "with" and karteréō, "show steadfast strength,"– properly, to consistently showing strength 
which prevails (in spite of difficulties); to endure (remain firm), staying in a fixed direction. 
Acts 1:14; Acts 2:42; Acts 2:46 Acts 6:4; Acts 8:13; Acts 10:7; Romans 12:12; Romans 13:6 
Where are you at today in prioritizing prayer?  Do you need to get started?  Get focused?  Grow or go?

Application
 ✓ Honest assessment
 ✓ Commitment to change - rearrange priorities, make a plan (start small – KISS principle)
 ✓ Communicate to someone else, be accountable
 ✓ Reassess and tweak

2    Pray with _____________________: v. 2b “being watchful in it”  1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 25:13; 1 Corinthians 
16:13; Revelation 3:2 "than other things"?

Further Study  
γρηγορέω: Metaphorically, to watch i. e. give strict attention to, be cautious, active: — to take heed lest through 
remissness and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one 
Matthew 24:42; Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:35, 37; Revelation 16:15; "or lest one be led to forsake Christ", Matthew 
26:41; Mark 14:38; "or lest one fall into sin", 1 Thessalonian 5:6; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 3:2f; 
"or be corrupted by errors", Acts 20:31; "έν τίνι, to be watchful in, employ the most punctilious care in a thing", 
Colossians 4:2 

Application
Prayer matters – there are consequences if we ‘forget’ therefore;
 ✓ Set an alarm
 ✓ Write a note
 ✓ Tie a string
 ✓ Stick a sticky note

3.   Pray with _________________:  v. 2 “with thanksgiving”  Philippians 4:6

Five Gifts from Psalm 23

His presence His provision   His pardon His promises His purposes

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
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Appreciation is a statement of faith, confessing we trust God no matter what!
 ✓ Keep the “T’ in ACTS
 ✓ Write out your thanks
 ✓ Verbalize what you appreciate about others

4.   Pray for __________________: v. 3 “God may open to us a door for the word” Acts 12:11; 14:27; 16:10; 
Revelation 3:7

Question
Do you believe in coincidences or divine appointments? 

Application
Appreciation is a statement of faith, confessing we trust God no matter what!
 ✓ Keep the “T’ in ACTS
 ✓ Write out your thanks
 ✓ Verbalize what you appreciate about others 

5.   Pray for Gospel_________________: v. 4 “that I may make it clear” 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Timothy 2:15

Let’s be honest, prayer is hard and there are many roadblocks to keep us from prayer evangelism. Don’t expect 
it to be easy or comfortable. Expect to say no to something to say yes to prayer!
 
Action Steps

✓ When will I pray?  ___________________________________________________________________
✓ Where will I pray?  __________________________________________________________________
✓ What will I pray about?   ______________________________________________________________
✓ With whom will I pray?   ______________________________________________________________

Further Study
We must pray to share our faith and live wisely. 

Read
Colossians 4:5-6  Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Discuss
What is biblical wisdom?  Is it biblical knowledge?  Is it applying biblical knowledge?

Action Steps
1. Be aware:  v. 5  “Walk in wisdom”

2. Behave – intentionality in our lifestyle: v. 6
 a.   In what you do: study Colossians 3:1-17 and list what to “put on” and “put off”  
 What do I do when I fail and fall short?  Admit to God the truth, Believe what God says in his word,   
 commit your ways to Him  Proverbs 3:5-6; 1 Peter 3:15; 1 John 1:9

 b.   In what you say are our conversations full of grace and seasoned with salt?
 Is our speech uplifting, kind, protecting, honoring, truthful, flavorful  Read the proverbs and discover what  
 God has to say about Godly speech?

Answer Key:  1. persistence  2. preparedness  3. appreciation  4. prospects  5.precision



Follow these steps and write the names 
God leads you to cultivate relationships 
with


